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Jobs Summary 

In 2018, the Sioux City  

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

(MSA) represented 63,416 jobs 

in Iowa, which accounted for 4.1 

percent of covered employment 

in the state. Trade represented 

the largest supersector with 

11,584 jobs. A majority of those 

jobs (8,696) were in the retail 

trade sector, though the sector 

has lost jobs in the recovery from 

the Great Recession. Fueled by 

the healthcare and social  

assistance sector, the education 

and health services supersector 

was a close second with 10,364 jobs. Employment within healthcare was fairly evenly dispersed between subsectors, 

but the ambulatory health care services was the largest at 3,100 jobs. 

Average Labor Rates, 2018 

Labor Force  69,900 

Employment  68,300 

Unemployment  1,700 

Unemployment Rate  2.4% 

Quick Facts About the Sioux City MSA 

→ The Iowa counties included are Plymouth and Woodbury 

→ Had an estimated population of 127,634 in 2018, a 0.2% growth from 2010
1 

→ Among Iowa MSAs, had best recovery in unemployment rate from 2010–18 

1 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 
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Employment and Wage Summary by Industry, 2017–18 

Industry 
Average Annual Wage Employment 

2017 2018 % Change 2017 2018 % Change 

Total, All Industries  $      41,387   $      42,617  3.0%      62,710       63,416  -1.1% 

Private Entities  $      40,667   $      41,952  3.2%      54,187       54,984  1.5% 

              

Agriculture, Natural Resources & Mining  $      36,817   $      40,479  9.9%         563          601  6.7% 

Construction  $      53,297   $      52,981  -0.6%        3,284         3,346  1.9% 

Manufacturing  $      55,798   $      57,245  2.6%        8,365         9,405  12.4% 

Trade  $      33,585   $      34,942  4.0%        11,643         11,584  -0.5% 

     Wholesale Trade  $      56,452   $      58,658  3.9%        2,874         2,888  0.5% 

     Retail Trade  $      26,087   $      27,067  3.8%        8,769         8,696  -0.8% 

Transportation & Utilities  $      54,012   $      56,003  3.7%        3,116         3,208  3.0% 

Information  $      42,838   $      43,895  2.5%         642          623  -3.0% 

Finance, Insurance & Real Estate  $      51,758   $      52,799  2.0%        2,070         2,014  -2.7% 

Professional & Business Services  $      43,697   $      44,643  2.2%        5,436         5,203  -4.3% 

Education & Health Services  $      43,079   $      43,514  1.0%        10,351         10,364  0.1% 

Leisure & Hospitality  $      15,638   $      16,007  2.4%        6,790         6,739  -0.8% 

Other Services  $      29,837   $      30,299  1.5%        1,929         1,899  -1.6% 

              

Government  $      45,956   $      46,952  2.2%        8,523         8,431  -1.1% 

     State  $      67,063   $      68,835  2.6%        756         759  0.4% 

     Local  $      42,839  $      43,782 2.2%        7,315        7,237 -1.1% 

     Federal  $      61,196   $      61,472  0.5%        452        435 -3.8% 

Household Income Educational Attainment Among Those Aged 25+ 
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Commuting Patterns 

→ Slightly more workers (20,203) commuted into the MSA for work than those who commuted out of the area 
(18,560).

2
 

→ A large majority of commuters (82.8%) traveled alone in a personal vehicle; meanwhile, public transportation was 
almost nonexistent, serving only 0.8% of employees traveling to work.

3
 

→ Walking to work was slightly more prevalent in Plymouth County (2.8%) than in Woodbury County (1.7%).
3
 

→ 4.3% of employed persons worked from home.
3
 

2 U.S. Census Bureau, On the Map 

3 2013–17 American Community Survey 


